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INTRODUCTION. 



THE romantic and pictiirefqut 
fcencry of North and South Wales, 
having within thefe few years been 
confidered highly noticeable and 
attractive, I was induced to vifit 
this Principality with my friend Mr. 
Rowlandfon, whofe abilities as an 
artift need no eulogium from me: 

We 



[vij 
We left London in Auguft 1797, 
highly expedant of gratification : 
nor were our fuUefl hopes in the 
leaft fruftrated. 

At the time of our excurfion, 
I had no idea of fubmitting to 
the public any of our minutes or 
iketches ; but as feveral of the fub- 
-jeds amongft our fcenery have 
become topics of admiration » as 
well to the af tift as curfory travel- 
ler, I have in the following fhcets 
endeavoured to give a faint idea of 
their beauties 5 accompanied by 
fome fliort remarks on the road, 

merely 



[ vii ] 
merely intended as a. fort of Vadc 
Mecum to ftimulate the reader? 
to further and more important in- 
quiries; and in order, if pojflible, 
that they may, by being apprized 
of many inconveniencies we experi- 
cnced, be enabled to avoid them. 

H. W. 
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REMARKS 



IN A 



TO,UR, 

THROUGH 

NORTH and SOUTH WALES, 

IN THE YEAR I797. 



X HE firft town on the road from 
London^ to Shrewjbury, (which is gene- 
rally the entrance to North-Wales^ worthy 
of remark, is the ancient one of St. Alban 
in the county of Herts ^ 21 miles from 
London. This place derives its name from 
Albany the firft Enghfti Martyr, who fuf- 
fered.in the perfecution under Dioclejian. 
He was buried on a hill, in the neighbour- 
hood of this town; where a monaftery 
was creeled, and dedicated to him, by 
King Offa.-^ — Old Verulam ftood on the 
Other fide the riyer, in the moor, S. W^ 
B of 



of the town. Humphrey^ brother to Hemy 
V. called the good Duke of Glouceftcr^ 
was buried in this abbey. His body was 
difcovercd by accident, fome years fince, 
in a fort of pickle ; and the cofEn is fhown 
to this day. The abbey at prefent ap- 
pears very much in need of repair. Good 
poft horfes may be had at feveral inns 
here ; but the White Hart is apparently' 
the largeft and moft frequented. 

From hence the road trends through 
Redbournej (four miles.) The JVatling* 
fireet runs very near here. The church 
was rebuilt in the reign of Henry VI. by 
John Wheathamfieady the then abbot of St. 
Albans. 

Market-Jireet is four miles further. Oa 
the right is a pleafantly fituated feat, for- 
merly a nunnery of Bencdi&ines. 

Dunjiabh is the next poft-town. A long 
ftitet, but not containing many well-built 
houfcs* The foil here is chalk. This place 

was 



( 3 ) 
jvas once ravaged by the Danes ; but it war 
rebuilt by Hefiry I. who made it a royal 
borough. 

It, howfever, never fent members to 
parliament. At this place, feveral of the 
Lollards were martyred, in the reigns of 
Henry V. and VI f. The church is part of 
a priory, built by Henry L — and oppofite 
to it there flands a farm-houfe, called 
Kin/bury ; faid to have been a royal palace. 
A great manufa6tory in ftraw is carried on 
here, chiefly by women and children ; who 
excel all the world in forming hats, boxes, 
ihoes, &c. out of that commodity. The 
larks in this vicinity are faid to be remark- 
able for their fize and flavour. 

The Sugar Loaf is a good inn, amd 
moft frequented. 

The Hills between here and Simey^ 

Siratfordy (to which place we pafled 

through Brick Hill^ Hockliffcj and Fenney* 

Stratford^ are frequent and fteep ; and the 

E 2 coad 
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road very heavy. This ftage is eighteen 
miles. 

Stoney-Stratford^ (BucksJ is a populous 
town, and principally inhabited by lace- 
makers. At every door almoft, the women 
and children arc fecn induftrioufty cm- 
ployed in this manufadture. There arc 
two good parifh churches here, and the 
houfes are of ftone and brick. King jp^^ 
ward I. ere&ed a crofs here, in memory of 
his Queen,. E/r^wr. In May 1743, a . 
dreadful fire happened in this town, which. 
deftroyed 1 50 houfes. Near Old Stratford^ 
commences Northamftonjhire^ commonly 
confidered the center of the kingdom. 
From thence we proceeded to Towcejler^ 
which contains nothing remarkable; and 
is a very dull town. In 91 7 it was inefFec-. 
tually befieged by the Danes. 

Daventry is tlie next town noticeable. 
Here was formerly a monaftery : many 
Roman coins have been difcovered in the 

neigh- 
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neighbpurliood. It is certain that a Ro- 
man ftation was in the vicinity, and many 
antiquarians believe it to have been the 
Tripontium of Antoninus. The JVatlmg- 
y?r^^/ runs through it to Dunfmore Heath. 
John of Gaunt is faid to have had a palace 
in Daventry park. A very^ good road, 
with firs and elms on each fide, leads on 
over Dun/more Heath to Coventry. This 
Heath has been mentioned, as the place 
where Guy of Warwick flew the Dun Cow. 
It is now in enclofiire. 

Coventry is a large and very populous 
city. The ftreets are narrow, ill paved, 
and decorated with many ancient houfcs. 
In 1 01 6 there was a rich convent here, 
which was in that year deflroyed by the 
Danes. It was rebuilt by Leofric^ Earl of 
Merciai who was firft lord of this city. 
As his lady was its belt bcnefadtrefs, there 
is a tradition, that her hufband having 
taxed the city heavily, (for fomc offence 
B 3 they 
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they had given him,) this lady, named 
Godiva^ importuned him to remit the pe« 
halty. She, however, could not prevail 
on him, unlefs (he would confent to ride 
naked through the ftreets. To this fhe 
did confent ; and after having ordered all 
the doors and windows to be Ihut, a6lu- 
ally went on horfeback through the city 
with her loofe hair hanging down, which 
entirely covered her. The ftory of Peeping 
Tom i$ well known : His effigy is now to 
be feen, next door to the King*s-head inn^ 
faid to be the very houfe, from whence he 
attempted to gratify his curiofit}-. There 
is a fair here on the Friday after Trinity 
Sunday ; when the figure of a naked 
woman on horfeback is carried through 
the ftreets. The cathedral has to boaft of 
a moft beautiful Gothic fpire : the carved 
mouldings are much mutilated ; which 
feems to have been in confequence of the 
material not pofTefling fuch power of 

rcfiftancc 
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refiftance to the hand of time, as Portland 
Stone : It is a kind of brown Iron flonc. 
There is no particular monument or vef- 
tige of antiquity in the interior of this edi- 
fice. The quantity of ribbons manufac- 
tured in this city, is immenfe : The noifc 
of the weavers' looms affails the paflen- 
gcr's ear in every direction : The King's ' 
Head is a good Inn. 

Purfuing our route, we pafTed Meriden^ 
(where there is a large inn, which appears - 
to have been a manfion-houfe) in our way 
to Birmingham (Warwicklliirc), which is 
approachable by a deep afcent. This town, 
on firft appearance, by no means prcpofTefTes 
the traveller in its favour— a confufed mafs 
of brick and tile rubbilh piled together, en- 
veloped in an almoft impenetrable fmoky 
atmofphere, is by no means an agreeable 
obje6t to a pidlurefque eye— it lies nearly 
in the centre of the kingdom. Prince 
Rupert \<i\^ fiege to it in 1643, In 1665, 
B 4 it 
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it was vifitcd by the plague ; the infecaion 
was circulated from a box of clothes 
brought by the carrier to the White Hart 
Inn- It is computed to contain eighty 
thoufand inhabitants, and thirteen thoufand 
houfes, and is, perhaps, the greateft ma- 
nufadtory for hard ware in the univerfe. 
There is a very elegant theatre here, with 
coffee-room, and every convenience. Soho, 
the celebrated manufadlory of Meflrs. Boul- 
ton, is particularly recommendable to the 
attention of the Ladies. At about two 
miles beyond jB/r/w/>/^^^//7, the country puts 
on a very different afpeft to that which 
has been previoufly pafled through— innu- 
merable forges, kilns, and fleam engines, 
(from whence ifTue vaft columns of fmoke, 
rolling in dark mafTes) obflruft the profpeft 
in every dire6lion. By going a very little 
way out of the ufual direft road, we pafTed 
through Dudley J ten miles from Birmingham. 
The venerable remnant of the Caftle at this 

place 
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place is well worth the notice ,and particu- 
lar attention of the traveller ;, the profpe6t 
-from here is very diftant and ' beautiful. 
The road from this place to M'^^olverhampton 
(fix miles) is but indifferent ; it is kept in 
repair for the mod part with clinkers and 
cinders from the adjacent forges. — Woher^ 
hampton is a neat market town, from whence 
the road to Shlffncll is very pleafant. The 
towering fummit of the Wrekin is now and 
then feen peeping through the woody viftas; 
and the grey tinted diftant Welfti hills, 
fcarcely to be difcriminated from the hori- 
zon, aflift as ,boundaries to tliis extenfivc 
icen6 ; and muft be particularly impreffi^e, 
as' novelty in its higheft degree, on thofe 
who previoufly have only been accuftomed 
to view and admire the ftrong-marked out- 
line of HampJleadzxA Highgate. 

From Shiffne II \yc turned out of our dirciSt 
road to vifit Colebrook Dale. Whoever 
wifhes to inveftigate the different curiofities 

of 
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of the manufadtories at this place, rnufl 
appropriate fomc days to that purpofe; 
they moft afluredly will find themfelvcs 
amply repaid. Our general puriuit, how- 
ever, was nature, not art; and we here 
found fo many beauties demanding our 
attention, that we knew not where to 
fele6t : — as an epicure, who viewing a fervice 
of dainties, fufFers the whole to be removed 
before his choice determines : fo were wc 
fituated. — We literally wandered in fearch 
of the ne plus ultras till the evening^s 
hafty approach had nearly prevented our 
making even a flight Iketch. The Tontine 
inn is a very accommodating manfion. The 
road from this place to Hay-gate (returning 
into the dire6t road) is fteep, and on the 
edge of a tremendous precipice for about a 
mile ; though it is not called a turnpike- 
road, it is not untoUed. * The face of the 
country is here in parts an entire blaze of 
red fire ; the heat in pafling thefe -^tnas in 

minia- 
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miniature is intenfe ; indeed, fcarcely bear- 
able ; and the thick black fmoke emitted 
from the fmelting-houfes almoft fufpends 
refpiration. The coals neceflary in fuch 
abundance for carrying on the different 
manufa<£l:ories are conveyed in low carts^ 
which are drawn up and down the fur- 
rounding precipices in groves laid in the 
ground, in which caft iron wheels riin. 
The roads are entirely furfaced with clinkers, 
cinders, and drofe from the iron ore. At 
Hay 'gate (the foot of the fFreim\ we found, 
nothing to tempt us to ftop. 

Shrewjbury is the next town ; itis fituated 
on an eminence, with two bridges over the 
Scvem- The Caftle was ere6ted by iJo^^r 
de Montgomery^ the firft Earl, to whom it 
was granted by WilUam the Conqueror ; he 
alfo founded an Abbey here. In the reign 
of Henry III. part of the town was burnt 
by the Wellh. The corpfe of Harry Percy ^ 
furnamcd Hot/pur^ was here buried ; but by 

order 
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order of Henry IV. (againft whom he had 
rebelled,) it was taken out of its grave, 
and put between two mill-ftones: after 
which, it was beheaded and quartered. 

In 1551, the fweating ficknefs made its 
firft depredations here ; and extended fa- 
tally through the kingdom. The ancient 
road, called Watling-fireet^ comes hither 
from London^ and goes on to the very ex- 
treme part of Whales. There is a new bridge 
lately built over the Severn^ where formerly 
ftood the celebrated Wellh Bridge; two 
mutilated arches of which, are now only 
to be feen. There are feveral good built 
churches here ; and the walk, called the 
Quarry y (a grove of lime trees) is frequented 
by all the Shrew(bury belles, particularly 
on Sundays. Crofiing the bridge juft men- 
tioned, we entered North Wales^ bound to 
JVelJh Poolj by the word road we had yet 
feen. Innumerable fandy hills almoft pre- 
vented our horfcs from moving. At ten 

miles. 
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miles, there is a fort of hedge alc-houfe^ 
where we were neceflitated to reft. We found 
the landlady, with a numerous family^ 
preparing dinner; itconfifted of beans, and 
fmall fquare . lumps of bacon, fried and 
mixed together. The children were placed 
round a board, with each a wooden fpoon : 
and with which they fet to work, on the 
introduftion of their provender, with no 
fmall degree of avidity. — We were here 
cheered with the comfortablt tidings, of 
having eight miles of much worfe road to 
traverfe, 'ere we reached Welfh Pool. 

On our arrival at this place, we found, 
that the affizes were then held here, and, 
as fuch, had only juft time to remark it as 
a populous irregular town, with a decent 
inn ; it being too full to afford us an afylum. 
Powis Caftle is feen from htv^.—Llannafnut- 
loch^ I o miles diftant, was the place deftmed 
to receive us for the night. This is an in- 
figtiificant little village, (part of which is in 

ShropJIiire^ 
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Shropjkire^ and part in Dcnbighjlilre^ apM 
proachable by a fmatl bridge. In time of 
floods, however, travellers are tmder the 
neceffity of fording feveral ftrcams, whofc 
depths are, at different times, very uncer- 
tain. The uneven furface of the ground, 
under the water, renders it extremely dif- 
agreeable, if not dangerous, to perfons 
unacquainted with the paflage. Very little 
accommodation is here to be met with- 
Indeed the traveller muft now begin to take 
leave of the luxuries on the other fide the 
Severn. Welfli cuftoms and manners be- 
gin here to bud ; and the ear is made very 
familiar to the guttural tones of the natives 
of Cambria. The paffing peafantry are very 
refpe6iful; and we began to think we 
ftiould wear out our hats in returning their 
attentions, The beds here are not quit€ 
' fo comfortable as at our London Hotels. 
I was accommodated with the ftatc room, 
which was a cockloft, at the very brink of 

a ftep^ 
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a ftep-laddcr ftaircafe. The tiling of the 
roof came very near in conta6b with my 
licad, while recumbant; and the bed- 
clothes had certainly been intended to cover 
the celebrated Polifh dwarf. 

Ofwejiry is the next noticeable place, re- 
markable for having (though rather a large 
town,) the feweft public houfes we ever 
witnefled ; we began to defpair of finding 
any fort of quarters, to afford that refrcfh- 
ment, which a hot day and a hilly country 
had rendered abfolutely necefTary. At a 
q^ueer kind of inn, however, furrounded by 
a phalanx of waiters, (fuch as they were,) 
wc obtained what we required, and took 
our departure for the fertile and happy vale 
of Llangolltn^ eight miles from hence; 
Mountain tops on each fide terminated our 
profpeft: thefe^ however, were fomctimes 
hid from our fight, by revolving clouds. 
Beautiful bits of nature, fimplc and un- 
adorned, met our eye in every direction. 

The 



( 1^ ) 

The wild fpontaneous playfiilnefs of the 
goddefs, was happily blended with the in- 
duftrious efforts of the hufbandman ; and 
our fenfes were, in the highcft degree, gra- 
tified. 

Chirk is beautifully fituated, and affords 
much matter of remark for the pencil. 

Llangollen^ fituated in the moft beauti- 
ful vale throughout the principality, is 
a fmall town, with only one tolerable 
inn : and of the accommodations at that— 
*' Ccetera defunt^'' — which, by fome little 
freedom, may be conftrued, " the lefs is 
faid, the better.'* 

The bridge over the river Dec here, is 
mentioned as one of the curiofities of 
Wales. It is built of (tone, on the folid 
rock. The bed of the river runs rapidly 
through its arches, in various meandering 
cafcades, here and there interrupted by 
large maflcs of granite : through the cen- 
ter arch it falls magnificently, in one con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable torrent, faid to be of the depth 
of forty feet. Moft. excellent falmon is 
here to be obtained, the produ6t of the 
river* 

This valley is entirely furrounded with 
mountains of immenfe height, at the pin- 
nacle of one of which is caftle Dinqs 
Brane. 

The approach to this fragment of anti- 
quity is very tedious and difficult ; and my 
companion experienced many fevere falls 
in attempting to employ his pencil, to de- 
tail its appearance ; which is too much 
decayed to be of confequence, cither as an 
objeft of information, or pidlurefque 
beauty. The natives 4iere fcarcely under- 
ftand a word of die Engliih language : the 
children have, however, been inftructed 
to beg; and " give me a penny" is to be 
heard from twenty little furrounding 
tongues at the feme time. 

^ The 
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The remains of the abbey, Falle Cruets ^ 
about two miles from hence, amply repay 
the traveller, for any trouble or fatigue he 
may take in vifiting them. Thcfe, indeed, 
tend to prove, that the holy fathers of 
the daysi in which this abbey .flourifhed, 
were not a little remarkable for their tafte* 
fill choice of fituation. We fet it down as 
a.little Eden. 

This religious houfe was diflblved in 
'^'^SSy ^nd is faid to be the firft of the 
Wefli that underwent that fate. There 
(till remain the ruins of the church and 
part of the abbey, which is inhabited by 
a huibandman. About a quarter of 
a mile higher on the road, are the remains 
of a round column, caHed the pillar of 
Elifegy faid to be the moft ancient Britilli 
pillar extant. In the civil wars of the laft 
century, it was thrown down and broken ; 
and as fuch appears thus mutilated. The 
banks of the Dee here furnilli matter of 

con- 
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Contemplation and admiration for the 
moft entliufiaftic devotee to the graphic 
art. At every turn, the eye is delighted by 
new beauties of nature :-— with romantic 
lovelinefs fhe breaks upon the aftonifhed 
traveller; and the niind is abfolutely be- 
wildered in endeavouring to give a prefer- 
ence to any fingle charm. 

We left this delightful fpot with regret ; 
and mutually agreed, that we could have 
here found ample fcope for ftudy, iat lead 
for a month. Ruthyn is a large market 
town ; to which we pafled through the 
vale of Clwydy with the extent and fertility 
of which we were highly gratified : This 
appears a much more cultivated country, 
than the Arcadian vale, which we recently 
mentioned : and by fome travellers, indeed, 
it iis made to vie with it ; but it falls very 
fhort, in point of pi6lurefque beauty. 
The road to this place is very mountain- 
ous ; and we confidei^d twelve miles here 

c 2 as 
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tired, after his defeat at Caer^Caradoe. 
The peafantry have rciopvcd moft of the 
ftones to make enclofures; and prompted 
by the fame motive, have rudely deftroyed 
a large ftone cheft, which till very lately 
was celebrated as a Druidical memento, 

Kennioga has only a finglc houfe (an inn) 
It is a poft ftage, i^ miles from Cor wen. 
We did not find cleanlinefs its moft con- 
fpicuous recommendation. From hence 
to Llanwryjl^ a moft fublime extent of 
fcenery unvails itfelf, — the moft luxuriant 
vale, embracing every where the bafis of 
cloud-capped mountains, conftitutes the 
general feature. We^ in contemplating 
this beautiful burft, confidered it as compa- 
rable to any of the moft admired fituations 
in Switzerland^ or in the environs of Tivolu 
Llanwryji is a market town. Here on our 
arrival, we were attended by a Welfli 
minftrel, who during our fupper, amufed 
us on his harp with fcveral provincial airs, 

per-- 
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perfe£lly novel and charadleriftic, in a very- 
neat ftyle. There is a very good inn here, 
and the market is numeroufly attended. 
Inigo Jones is faid to have been born in this 
town. The bridge is mentioned as an 
early effort of his architedtural genius: 
and, from 4 particular geometrical pro-^ 
perty, it trembles with the preffure of 
a fmgle perfon, againft or on the center 
arch. It is made of ftone, and has three 
arches, through which the river runs 
rapidly. The ancient feat of the Gwck 
family is in the vicinity. 

From hlanwryji to Conway^ the road is 
romantic in the extreme. At almoft every 
two or three hundred yards a foaming tor- 
rent is feen dafhing from incredible height 
on one hand, and an extenfivc and fertile 
vale on the other ; with the gently gliding 
river Conway meandring through its cn- 
clofcd pafturcs. Conway has many en- 
ticing properties to the traveller. Food 
c 4 for 
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for the pencil is to be found in abundance* 
On ajpproaching it, the tower ng, venera- 
ble and extenfive remains of the Caftle ap** 
pear majeftically above the town, which is 
furrounded with the ancient wall, very en- 
tire in many places. It is by no ' means 
a large town, but clean, with two very 
good inns. The river is here, a mile broad. 
. The caftle was built by Edward L in 1 284. 
Its form is oblong, and placed on the verge 
of the folid rock. Whole turrets on one 
fide have given way, and their tremendous 
fragments in gigantic maffcs have rolled 
from their rocky bafe to the ftrand, where 
tliey now lay. The pafling traveller can 
but admire and tremble, left, by a fimilar 
(and perhaps equally inftantancous) crafh, 
he may be overwhelmed by another partial 
diflblution of this venerable remnant of 
antiquity. Within this caftle is a great 
Hall, 130 feet long, by 32 feet broad. 
The roof is very lofty, and fupported by 

hand^ 
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handfome arches : Here the King held his 
levee. The King's apartments are leaft 
mutilated : the mouldings are many of 
them very entire: innumerable fire places 
are obfervable. I gueffed the largeft in the 
opening to be about 20 feet wide, by iz 
feet high : this in all probability might 
have been the kitchen. There is a very 
old and extenfive building here, called 
the college^, there are feveral coats of 
arms fculptured on the ftones in the front 
Edward the Firft is faid to have eftablilhcd 
here 5. feminar}^ for youth. Through an 
arched gate-way, at the bottom of the 
town, Bodfc'allar and Dyganwy caftles are to 
befcen : a fmall part only of the latter re- 
mains : It was the refidence of the princes 
of North Wales. It is faid to have been 
deftroyed h^ lightning in 816. So much has 
been faid of this caftle, that I cannot omit 
mentioning that Camden believes it to have 
been the ancient Didium under the latter 

Em- 
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Emperors. It is faid to have been rebuilt, 
and confidered as a ftrong port: in 876. 
It was reftored again to confcqucnce in 
1098, by the Earl of Chejier : again it was 
deftroyed by Llewelyn-ap-Jorwithy and re- 
built by an Earl of ChcJler in 1209. King 
John retreated highly cenfured witli his 
army from hence, in 1 2 1 1 • 

From Conway to Caernarvon is twenty- 
four miles. The road is at firft unin* 
terefting ; but, at about four miles, the 
fcenery becomes really terrific. Penman Rofs^ 
on the right hand, awfully raifes its af- 
piring head, and intercepts the beams of the 
fun in his highefl elevation ; while Penman- 
maurj on the left, fecms, fromi its defolated 
and rocky fummit, to threaten the tra- 
veller with inftant annihilation. The road 
runs round near the bafe of the mountain 
one hundred yards above the fea : the 
whole height of this barren and terrific ele- 
vation is 1545 feet. This road has been 

made 
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. made at an immenfe expenfc, to which 
the citizens of Dublin have largely con- 
tributed, it being the road of the mail 
coach to the ferry for Holy -head. It is 
flanked by a ftone wall on the fide towards 
the fea. This is about three feet high, 
over which the water and the diftant ifle 
of Anglefea are feen. On the other fide, 
the furface of the mountain, which is very 
ileep, is covered with tremendous mafles 
of ftone, which fcem ready to Hide from 
their flippery bafe, and overwhelm the 

paffenger in inevitable deftriidlion. 

From the almoft inceflant rain we had ex- 

r 

perienced for fome time before, and the 
rapidity of the land-fprings, which poured 
down on every fide from the very fummit, 
we were very much alarmed in our paf- 
fage, left one of thefe mafles Ihould arreft ^ 
us ; particularly as the wall had been 
driven in feveral parts down the precipice 
into the fea by fimilar accident; and in- 
deed 
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deed • one huge fragment lay in the 
middle of the road, to all appear- 
ance very recently removed from above, 
and which I am certain, if broken up, 
could not have been cleared away by ten 
large waggons. Formerly the road was 
over the fands, which was extremely dan- 
gerous, and m^ny lives were Sacrificed. 
We faw a great number of wild goats of 
a white colour on the fides of thefe two 
mountains, mofily near the fummits. Their, 
haunts are every way unapproachable, and 
I do hot think a mufket ball from the 
road would do execution amongft them. 
Bangor is fituated very flatly : There is 
nothing remarkable in the architedture of 
the cathedral : the ftreets are mean^ and 
the population not very gre^it. The paf- 
fage from, the ferry here to Anglefea is 
about a mile over : this city was once fo 
large as to be called Bangor the great, and 
was defended by a powerful caftle, built 

by 
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by Hugh Earl of Chefier : It has long been 
demolilTied. The prefent church is fup- 
pofed to have been built in the reign of 
Henry VIL The inn near it is a very good 
one. The road from here to Caernarvon 
is as good as the Weftem road at Hyde- 
Park corner y with mile ftones and direction 
pofts. On one fide, we faw the fea and 
Ac town of Beaumaris^ with Lord Buckley 
and' Lord Penrhyn's feats ; and on the 
other, a rich and extenfive vale, interle£led 
with numberlefs^ little rivulets and mur- 
muring cafcades in miniature, at the ex- 
tremity of which rife the majeftic hills of 
Snowdon. We faw thefe prominent fea- 
tures of nature at a particularly lucky pe- 
riod. Their tops on the Weftem fide 
were tinged with the faffron refledtion of 
the declining fun; and to the Eaftward, 
on the other, the moon appeared in her 
fuUeft diameter, cafting in parts her cool grey 
luftre in.contraft on their bafe, and appear- 
ing 
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ing .wholly prevalent in the vale. The 
rainy clouds were flowly difperfmg, and 
clearing round their caps with the appear- 
ance of huge holders. 

Caernarvon town was built by command 
of Edward I. out of the ruins of the an- 
jcient city of Segontium. The Princes of 
Whales formerly kept their chancery and 
exchequer courts here. On the Weft fide 
of it ftands the caftle^ which was intended 
to curb the Welih mountaineers, and 
fecure the paflagc to Anglefea. In a part 
of it is fhewn a room, in which Edward. II. 
is faid to have been bom. About ten years 
after his birth, it was befieged by the 
Wellh ; but foon after repaired. This 
town covers twice as much ground as 
Bangor : and the gentle breeze from the 
fea is highly acceptable, after wandering 
for fultry hours in its mountainous vi- 
cinity. The ftreets are clean here, and - 
the place has a neat appearance; At the 

hotel. 
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hotels good accommodation is afforded ; 
but here, as well as at all the inns already 
vifitcd, I was not able to difcern any pen-- 
chant for cleanlinefs. It is difficult, all 
through North'WaleSj to find any novelty 
or fcarce any change in provifion :— 
Mutton, chickens and ducks, are the mate- 
rials, on which the traveller muft ring the 
changes, as fkilfully as he can^ Vege*- 
tables are fcarce, and what are to be had^ 
very bad: The ale is ftrong, and greatly 
provocative to fomniferous orifons. 

Llanbefris Lake^ at the bafe of Snow^ 
doHj ten miles from hence, is worthy 
of notice. The road is particularly re* 
markable, for being ftrewed with huge 
maflcs of ftone, which appear to be the 
interior wreck of fome vaft mountain.-^— 
At the near verge of this water, we 
procured by figns (for Englifh is not un- 
derftood here) a flat-bottomed fort of 
dung barge, in which a couple of ftout 

legitimate 
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legitimate fons of Cambria undertook to 
paddle us down to Snowdon's foot. The 
pinnacle of this fublime mountain, called 
in the vicinity the cap^ was fortunately free 
from the generally collo£l:ed clouds, and 
we had an uninterrupted profpeft of all 
the beauties of the icenery. A very fhat- 
tered remnant of a caftle, called Dqlbad^ 
dern^ is now (landing ; and, in the diftance, 
appears as a fhiall knoll or lump, fcarcely 
to be difcriminated in the vaft expanfe* 
The people here ?ire really almoft in a 
ftate of fimplc nature. The value of 
money is fcarcely known : they pay the 
rent of their premifes in cattle generally, 
which they breed on their land. Flefh 
is fcarce ever tafted by them ; and, except 
when vifitors leave behind remnants of wine, 
ale, &c. milk is the principal beverage that 
paflcs their lips. They are . remarkably 
obfervant of any decorations worn by 
ladies, fuch as beads, laces, and feathers, 

which 
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which fliretigthened my oplnimi of their 
fimilitude with the Otaheiuansy Arc* Thefe 
tiicy admire, and handle with a fort of njdc- 
titefs bordering on favage manners, likely to 
ifaifc alarm in the breaft of the fair wearer. 

Sndwden itfelf is a principal object in the 
traveller's purfuitj at the hotel at Cai^f'^ 
narvMj information how to attain its 
fummit is to be obtained. The mifts and 
fogs are here fo prevalent, that it is a fort 
of lottery, however with too blanks to 
a prize, whether the vei^ great fatigue 
attendant on climbing its brow affords th# 
fmalleft gratification in ultiinatum. WnlHr' 
tlie profpe6l is unobftrutfted, it is the moil 
wonderful map imagination can form: the 
elements in the diftance feem mingling 
with each other ; and earth, air, and watc«^ 
unite in one general mafs. 

Quithlin lake on the road from Caernar^ 
von to Snowdon is a large iheet of water, 
about a mile in length, but jipt particu- 

n larly 
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htly remarkable for any piaurefque beaut)^ 
Near. here the afcent to Snowdon begins, 

Bethgellart is fituated in the heart of 
mountains. On the road, Nantz-Mill is 
a beautiful little prominent obje6t, with 
a very n^ufical water-fall, furnilhing am- 
ple fubje6t for the pen of a paftoral poet. 
At the caravanfera at Bethgellart we found 
what we had been ftrangers to for many 
a day, good port wine. Our hoft, how- 
ever, confidered it as a hog does a pearL 
Sir John Barley-corn is lord paramount of 
a very extenfive manor here, and his vaflals 
are bowing and nodding to him in every 
hovel, with as much devotion as Brah- 
mins to an Indian idol. 

The road from hence to Pont Aber-- 
glafslyn lies between two very high moun- 
tains. Goats without number arc fcen 
prowling in thefe inacceflrble heights. 
The bridge confifts of one arch, boldly 
pitched from rock to rock. The falmon 
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leap hett is much talked of, and de* 
fcrves notice : the fall is about fix feet, 
and the fifh are feen fpringing upwards 
very frequently; we fSw feveral large 
ones, fome of which failed in their at* 
tempt,, and were forced awiy with the 
rapidity of the ftream. Several copper 
mines are to be feen, but moft of them 
appear ilegle6lcd and filled with water* 
It is impoiTible to imagine a more fecluded 
fituation than this : rude unfiniftied mafles 
of compound matter, as if juft ftruck off 
from the great anvil of nature, are every 
where fcattered; and convey an idea of 
chaotic fragments^ ftored away for the 
formation of another world. 

Mifts and rains are here conftant r*--^ 
fometimes in a moment, 'v^'^hen view- 
ing nature in all her brilliancy, the ad-» 
miring traveller is ^ enveloped in clouds. 
' This was our cafe ; and witlvgreat diffi- 
culty and fomc danger, we found our 
D 2 way 
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W9y It miles back to our Caernarvon 
quarters. Returning to Cofmarvon^ I (hall 
jufl: obferve chat this town has a very 
great trade for (lates; the pailage from 
hence to Ailglefea^ at low water, is 
choaked with fand, and of courie very 
(hallow; there is a boat or two here 
to be hired, but Bangor ferry is die 
general paflage. The face of the ifland 
from hence is flat, and totally unintereft* 
ing. Some very good fifh, called cod* 
lings, are here caught in great numbers ; 
and provifions are very plentiful and 
rcafonable. Many capital genera/ {hop* 
keepers inhabit this town, but the com- 
Tmonalty are poor in the extreme : — as at 
Corwenj men, women, and children, — cows 
iheep, and pigs — pig promifcuoufly toge* 
ther. The hogs arc of a remarkably 
large breed, and the increafe of them 
is much attended to;*— to kill a fucking 
pig would be deemed almoft a facrilege. 

In 
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In the higk ftrcet, ^re two excellent 
ipringSj at which the Welfh girls are 
every hour attendant ; — and without fhoe 
or flocking, trip over hedge and ftyle, with 
their pitchers on their heads, blithefonoc 
and content with their humble bevei'age. 
Tan-y " Bw/cAy the next place for 
accommodation, is twenty -one miles 
from Caernarvon j the road is fo very bad, 
that four horfes muft be engaged : it is 
mdeed almoft impafTable ; though at iir& 
we thought our hoft was putting tricks 
upon travellers, yet we found it quite 
the contrary. In the way, we paffed 
what is called a quaking bog; which 
travellers arc neccflitated to do with as 
much fpeed as poflible. The profpe6t 
in parts is dreary in the extreme ; a moun- 
tainous and rocky defart country extends 
as far as the eye can reach,^ with fcarce 
any beaten track j the furface entirely 
< covered in places with rude rock. Oar 

D 3 weather 
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weather was moft uncomfortable : the 
wind howling like hyaenas through the 
chafms in the cliffs, and a thick darknefs 
periodically enveloping us, made us not 
in love with dame Nature in her prefent 
garb— -her decorations were more fuitabic 

to a Hecate .,..Wc witnefied here 

a remarkable phenomenon : looking into 
a vale beneath us, the dark clouds were 
revolving and veiling the country in per-- 
fedt night ; whilft on the other hand, 
the mountains' brows and fides were gilded 
with the fun's beams j and a large illu- 
mined extent of country peeping between 
them, terminated by the fea, gave a maf- 
terly finifti to a landfcape, novel and 
fublime in the extreme. 

The little inn at Tan-y-rBwlch appears 
from a very high fummit of a mountain 
over a lovely woody vale, as: a fmall white 
fpeck. The inconveniences of the vile road 
we had hitherto paft, had fatigued us bc- 
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yond mcafurc, and we began to reckon 
upon the comforts of good beds and a good 
fupper; we had indeed a difpute, whether 
wc fhould order chickens or chops : but 
our niortification on drawing up to thC/ 
door can hardly be conceived, when minfe 
hoft with a petrifying phiz approached us, 
to fay he had no room to receive us. In- 
deed there are, as I underftand, but two 
beds to be occupied here with any degree 
of <:onvenience. We had no other remedy 
than, if poffiblc, to reach Fejiiniog^ three 
long Wellli miles, at nearly dark, and with 
horfes entirely knocked up. Thefc three 
miles of as fteep road as any we had yet 
paffed, we had to walk (for our horfes 
.could fcarcely move the carriage) in 
the dark. We reached the inn (as it is 
called) at Fejiiniog^ which we had nearly 
paffed, -miftaking it for a barn or out houfe. 
I addreffed myfelf to an ancient female, 
who had every appearance of a Welfh 
D 4 weird 
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weird fifter, and demanded if we could 
have beds ? After telling us, that fhe fup-^ 
pofed we only came there, becaufe there 
wa$ no accommodation at Tan-y-Bwlch^-^-^ 
with feeming reluctance ihe agreed we 
ihould pitch our tents for the night here^ 
There is no kind of afylum within 1 7 miles 
of this place ; therefore we were not a little 
fatisfied at being under any kind of roof, 
•s the rain had been inceflfant for many 
hours. Bad therefore, as the bed room 
was, we fecured it, ordered a peat fire to 
be lighted, and inquired what provifion 
was to be had. The old lady waited 
on us, to what ihe called the larder, 
in the approach to which we were 
nearly ncceffitatcd to creep on all fours. 
The appearance. of its contents could cer- 
tainly not vie with the Bufh at BriJioK 
In a fmall deal packing cafe lay a fmall 
leg of ftarved mutton, and a duck readj 
dreiRd^ each of which, from their cadaver* 
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ous^ hu€, and their cfFeft on our olfaftoty 
nerves, had not been near the fire for 
a fortnight. Hunger, however, we had to 
trtift to for fauce, and the whole contents 
of this receptacle of luxuries was foon 
placed on our table. We found fome good 
ale^ to which we attended fo clofely, that 
our hoflefs began to tremble, kft we fliould 
empty the cellar, as we had already docie 
the larder. The inhabitants drink this 
liquor very fparingly : a ftone jug contaiii- 
ing a pint is the general allowance at 
a village gofSping : When the great per- 
£)nages (to wit, the curate, the black- 
fmith, the barber,, and excifeman) aflemble 
to fettle the affairs of the nation, they 
drink it alternately out of a fmall cup, gen/^ 
rally about twice the fize of a walnut ihelL 
It is whimfical in the extreme to be under 
the neceffity of defcribing, what is wanted 
in pantomime : many curious and laugh- 
able miftakes occurred to us,, in coaaia* 

quencc 
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qticncc of the domeftics and pealantiy 
being totally unacquainted with the En* 
glilh language, and more particularly at 
this place. Our bed rooms were moft 
miferable indeed, the rain poured in at 
every tile in the cieling. The ftate room 
was decorated with two treflels, on which 
was nailed a common garden mat, on 
which lay a fort of featlier bed. The 
(beets were literally wringing wet, with 
much difficulty we had them aired, but 
we thought it moft prudent to facrifice to 
Somnus in our own garments between 
blankets. To conclude my remarks on 
this place — The whole external appear- 
ance, the bed room, the ftaircafe, and 
every part of the manfion, reminded us 
ftrongly of an incident in Count Fathom : 
and we were both not a little pleafed at 
turning our backs on it in the morning. 
From here to Dolghelly is 1 8 miles, over 
mountains, and on the fide of precipices ; 

in 
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in the valley, a romantic rivulet murmurs, 
over , its rocky bafe : and when within 
a few miles of this town, the towering 
fummit of Cader Iri$ terminates the profl- 
pe6t. At the turnpike gate dwells the 
guide to this mountain, and alfo to the 
waterfalls in the vicinity, which every tra- 
veller muft fee, unlefs he means to out-do 
a certain inquijithe noble perfonage, who 
vifited Florence to cull the beauties of art, 
and omitted paying deyoirs to the Medi^ 
cean Venus. This man has been a remark- 
able chara6i:er, is very communicative and 
iKve^l informed : He has been guide on the 
iame occafion to Wilfon^ Gainjborough^ and 
every artift, who, for 30 or 40 years back, 
have vifited theib places. 

There is a very comfortable inn here, 
and excellent falmon and trout to be ob- 
tained : The mutton is alfo very good* 
Dolghelly \s fituated at the foot of Cader* 
Jrhy an aljpiring mountain, nearly as high 

as 
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>iB^ich lay fcattercd in every ditc&loti^ 
After afcending and defcending with every 
poiTible impediment in our road for about 
two miles, our ears were made fenfible of 
the vicinity of the firft catara6l. It was 
ncceflary for us indeed in fome places 
to Aide down the flippery fide of a moun- 
tain, to obtain a view of this mdft beau- 
tiful effort of nature — and pafs over 
a rotten^ plank (juft wide enough for 
a fingle perfon) thrown over the channel 
which receives the cataract. 

It is impoffible for pen or pencil to 
convey any idea of the beauties of this 
fcene. A vaft torrent, from an height 
of feveral hundred feet, rolling foaming 
down the rock ; hid here and there by 
romantically proje6ling leafage ; and its 
fall, at about every twenty yards, brokea 
by a jutting granite promontory, pro* 
jefting its liquid mafe into innumerable 
channels, with deafening rpar impelled ta 

the 
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the bafe — is a fubje6l truly fublimc and 
•magnificent. The river, at its arrival m 
its rocky channel, runs tempeftuoufly 
under the decayed pafs already defcribed, 
which is fufpended from it at about 
lOo feet. 

At, a very fmall diftance from hence, 
through a boggy wood, is the other 
\^aterrfall ; which defcends in one . per- 
pendicular broad fheet of water from the 
feme height as the laft : this may be 
more magnificent, but is by no means 
equal in pidlureique beauty. Salmon and 
trout are here in abundance. The road 
in return is different, but not lefs unplea- 
lant. It is highly advifeable to take fbmc 
refrelhment from Ddghelly^ on this expe- 
dition: nothing can be procured on the 
road ; and nature, with all affiftanT: com- 
forts, efpecially if the weather is hot, 
nearly finks under fatigue before you can 
rfiach your vehicles. 

On 
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On our return to Ddghelly^ wefband 
the town in an adtual ftate of riot and 
confuiion; we could not approach ouf 
Inn, for the croud of furrounding peafan* 
try* On inquiring into the ocq|iion o£ 
this tumult^ we were informed that a 
Gentleman had juft arrived, with — a black 
fervant ! This phenomenon had fet ther 
Welfh in an uproar, it being the firft time 
fuch a tinted being had made its appear^ 
ance here: the poor fellow w^as perfe- 
cuted by them wherever he went, and 
both his mafter and him were a6tually 
forced to continue their route fooner 
than they intended, in confequence. 

The road from hence runs at tlie foot 
of Coder Iris J where there is a pool of 
water; near to which, three tremendous 
mafles of rock, feemingly broken and 
fallen from the fummit of a mountain, arc 
feen. The vulgar Welfh fay that this 
mountain was the chair of a giant, who, 
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going to wafh his feet in tfic pool, kicked 
off his fhoes, in which thcfe three ftones 
were. The road here is very rugged ; and 
it is poUtic to be particularly attentive, 
at fetti«g out, to the ftate of the axle tree, 
wheels, &c : a few cords may, perhaps, be 
found convenient amongft the baggage* At 
Macchynllth there is a good inn, with an 
excellent larder and beds ; this is a large 
town. From Dolghelly to this place, many 
fcenes in the ftyle of PouJJin ought to be 
admired. This place lies in a valley, fur- 
rounded by mountains ; and has a town halL 
It ftands in the extreme weft angle of 
Montgomeryjhire^ and is feparated froni 
Merioneth/hire by a bridge and fmall rivulet. 
From hence to Aberifiix)ith is twenty miles, 
over an uphill and rocky road. The mari- 
kct at Ahertjiwith is numeroufly attended, 
by nymphs and fwains from an extenfive 
vicinity, and is a very intcrefting fcene ; hap- 
pinefs beams in every countenance, and 

E rural 



C 50 ) 

tural felicity may, perhaps, raife fome 
portion of envy in the pafiing emigrant 
children of fafhion and diiiipadon. About 
September players attend here; and the 
town hall is then the theatre^ 

In the winter montibs there are frequent 
aflemblies. This town is a fafhionablc 
watering place, to which mod families 
in the vicinity refort in the fcafcwx : it is 
called the Brighten of Wales: and fitu- 
ated in the bay of Cardigdmj open to St^ 
George's ChanneL At the end of the town 
ftands the decayed remnant of a large 
caftle, once the refidence of the great 
Cadwallader. It appears to have been a 
place of great ftrength. It was from the 
lead mines in this ncigbourhood, that the 
celebrated Sir Hugh ISddletony projeftor 
of the New River, acquired the large for- 
tune, which he afterwards devoted to that 
undertaking. He died nearly infolvent: 
but the riches of the prefent com- 
pany 
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pany clearly evince the utility of tlie plaA 
to the metropolis. The ftage from here is 
to Cardigan 40 miles, and very hilly ; at 
1 8 miles is a neat inn, fAberionJ where it is 
abfolutely necelTary to reft ; for in the other 
22 miles, nothing like refrefhment can be 
had. Sir John Barley Corn is here the 
faint moft invoked. The inii at Cardigan 
is like moft of the Wellh ones, not too 
cleanly in kitchen or bed-room. The town 
is, by no means, intercfting or pi6tu- 
refquely fituatcd : it is two miles from the 
fea; the remfains of the caftle are covered 
with ivy, and may bepafled unnoticed. 
There is a handfome ftone bridge over the 
Tovy, which rolls rapidly through its 
arches. The firing ufcd here is called culm ; 
it is made from the duft of coal, rolled up 
in round balls, mixed with clay, and 
gives great heat without fmoke. The 
ftdgc from hence to Carmarthen is 50 miles. 
We were informed that part of it was in 
E 2 rainy 
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rainy weather, like the prefent, impaflkblc ; 
that the wheels of carriages would not touch 
bottom in the bogs, &c. We conceived this 
to be policy in our hoft in order to detain 
us, and paid little attention ; we muft, how- 
ever, have done otherwife, had we not 
been provided with our own horfes. The 
country from hence is cultivated to the 
very top of the hills, and begins to (hew 
the great difference between North 
and South fFaks; barren rugged moun- 
tains, catara6ts, and rocks, gradu- 
ally become fcarce objedls, and the 
landfcape evinces the more civilized 
(late of the inhabitants. Newcaftle is 
a pleafant village : at a decent inn here, 
a dog is employed as turnfpit ; great care 
is taken that this animal does not obferve 
the cook approach the larder; if he 
does, he immediately hides himfelf for the 
remainder of the day, and the gucfl: muft 
be contented with more humble fare tha.n 

intended. 
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intended. The neighbouring peafantry 
live chiefly upon a toarfe kind of black 
bread, very difagreeable in tafte and ap- 
pearance. 

Unlefs there is a certainty of reaching 
Carmarthen before fun fet, I would, t^y all 
means, recommend this village as night 
quarters: the difficulties and dangers we 
underwent by contrary condu6t, were too 
unpleafant to rifque repetition. Carmarthen 
is a very handfome town, and the Ivy Bulh, 
a large inn, feemingly much frequented; 
it is, however, a fort of Hobfons choice. 
The gaol is a handfome ftone building, 
feemingly fituated within the ancient walls 
of the cSftle. A ftone bridge croiTes the 
river Tovy ; which is very narrow and in- 
convenient here. People are {ttn on the 
banks of the river, launching their cor- 
ricles, which they carry, as Indians do their 
canoes, on their backs, from place to place. 
This kind of boat is Inade of light wood, 
E 3 covered 
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covered with a horfe's hide; and each con- 
tains juft one filherman, who, with a pad- 
dle, guides the vehicle with wonderful 
dexterity through the moft rapid pafles. 
They ufe thefe in the falmon fiftiery, wliich 
is abundantly produdtive : a falmon may 
be had for twopence per pound.; what is 
not difpofed of frelh at market, is falted and 
dried, and is to be found at the London 
fhops, as Welfh falmon. The people arc 
very indolent ; even on market days, fcarcc 
a fingle article is expofed to fale, or a fhop 
open, before nine or ten in the morning. 

In our road from here to Swanfca^ 27 
miles, our carriage occafioned much 
inconvenience to the Wellh ' peafantry, 
whom we met in hordes riding to market. 
None of their ponies would pafs us ; and 
their imexpe6ted whirligig propeiifity oc- 
cafioned feveral nymphs to lofe the center' 
of gravity, and fome fwains to become 
Welfh Johnny Gilfmu 

At 
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At Llanmn^ much dirt and little pro* 
vifion is to be had: The cook on our 
arrival here was in the fuds, and, with un- 
wipcd hands, reached down a fragment of ' 
mutton for our repaft : a piece of ham was 
loft, but after lon^ fearch found amongft 
the worfted ftockings and fheets on the 
board: A little child was fprawling in 
a dripping pan, which feemcd recently 
taken from the fire: the fat in this was 
deftined to fry our eggs in. Hunger itfelf 
^ven was blunted, and we haftened to 
Swanfeaj leaving our delicacies nearly 
untouched. I devoted my attention to 
a brown loaf, but on cutting into it, was 
furprifed to find a ball of carrotty coloured 
wool ; ?nd to what animal it had belonged, 
I was at a lofs to determine. Our table 
cloth had ferved the family for at leaft , 
a month, and our fitting-room was every, 
where decorated with the elegant relics 
K 4 ' of 
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of a laft night's fmoking focicty, as yet 
unremoved. 

Swanfea is a very large town. (The Mack- 
nvorth arms is the moft frequented caravan- 
fcra.) It is built at nearly the mouth of the 
Tovy : Its chief trade is in coals, pottery, 
and copper. It has a theatre and library, 
and alfo bathing machines. In the vicinity 
are many pleafant rides ; that to Mumble caftle 
and bay, over the hard fand at low water, 
is remarkably delightful. The ruins of 
the caftle are very pifturefque : This was 
a favourite retreat of Oliver Cromwell. 
There is a good houfe of entertainment 
here, where excellent mutton, and large 
oyfters may generally be had. After pafling 
a very rugged road, Cafwell bay opens, 
where is the fineft fandy beach I ever faw. 
It is frequently vifited by the neigbouring 
nymphs and their ftrephoits ; and here, fa- 
voured by the moon's cool gleam, they 

trip 



R L 



{ ST ) 
trip it on the light fantaftic toe to" the 
flirill pipe and fpirit-ftirring tabor ; while 
the gentle gliding wave murmurs in 
mournful accompaniment. 

From Swanfea to Neath is nine miles. 
Breton ferry in the road is a pleafant fpoL 
A little before we entered Neath^ the 
abbey attrailed our notice; as well on 
account of the very great extent of ground 
it muft have covered, asfor fomepi6turefque 
parts of its ruins. Its mutilated apartments 
afford at prcfent miferable fhelter to the wives 
and children of the miners, employed near it. 
The remains of the exterior of the church 
prove it to have been moft magnificent, 
and of vaft dimenfions : the great hall is. 
very perfedt. The appearance of the miners 
on the road to this place, (efpecially at 
their dinner hour, when they are feen in 
great numbers, carrying their implements) 
led us to conceive them inhabitants of the. 
infernal- regions; which was not a little 

heightened 
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heightened by a back ground of fire and 
fmoke. There is a very comfortable inn at 
Neath^ and I can fafely fay, this was the firft 
time in IFales I could ufe that epithet with 
ftri6): propriety. The town is irregular 
but extenfive ; The caftle is in a very 
ruinous ftate^ and at prefent appropri* 
ated to confine hogs to fatten in. 

From hence to Py/? is it miles, paffing 
through Abtranjon. At PyU^ is a moft 
excellent inn, furnifhed with every accom- 
modation, even to luxury. Margam or 
Margham Abbey, is about four miles from 
hence, fomcwhat in a retrograde dire6tion. 
This, and the village, arelofequeftered, that 
unlefs you are well directed firom the inn, 
it is difl[icult to find them: we foimd 
it fo, even from peafants within a quarter 
of a mile of the place. There is a very 
ancient crols here in the ftreet, which refts 
againft a public-houfe. The abbey, from 
tiie care of Mr. Talbot^ (its tafteful pro- 
prietor,^ 
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prictor,) is ia a vcrjr pcrfeft ftatc : the altar, 

tlae receptacle for the lamp, and many of 

the fculptures on tlic grave ftones in the 

body of the church, are in good prefervation. 

The Orangerie here is compofed of about a 

hundred of the largeft trees in the three 

kingdoms,they are generally laden with fruit; 

and are placed on a lawn in due fcafon, and 

removed into a receptacle, perhaps the moft 

cxtenfive in dimenfions of any fuch extant. 

The elevation is faid to be taken correiSlly 

from a Grecian edifice; the length is 337 

feet, exceeding the celebrated (table building 

at Chanttlly : we were aftoniftied to find here 

feme of the fineft antiques ever imported ; 

our eyes, after having been feafting on 

nature's fweets, were jiow gratified witli the 

effence of ancient art, where we did not 

cxpe£it it ; it was like difcovering a Palmyra 

or a Perfepolis m a defart. There are, 

ampngft many other feemingly more than 

mortal efforts of the chiflel— -a whole length 
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Hercules ; a prieftefs in drapery ; an in- 
fant Bacchus ; the buft of a fawn ; and a 
mod beautiful vafe, cmbellifhcd with bold 
relievo, which has been engraved from, by 
one of our firft artifls. Cardiff is from 
Pyle^ 24 miles, pafling through Cowbridge^ 
which is a market town: the Cardiff ^xvi\\ 
is the moft public receptacle for travellers. 
On this road, a moft beautiful and exten- 
five profpedt fuddcnly burfts forth. The 
whole of the vale of Glarmorgan^ witli the 
SomerfetJJiire and Gloucejierjhire fhore, ter- 
minating the diftance on the other fide the 
Severn, and a circular expanfe of at leaft 
100 miles, in which innumerable villages, 
and their whited fpires are feen peeping 
through their woody viftas, and mpan- 
dring rivulets in all direftions, gliding 
through every part of the landfcape, affords 
ample food for attention and contempla- 
tion. Cardiff V6 a populous town ; its fitua- 
tion is flat, on the verge of the river Taafe, 

about 
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about tTwo miks from its mouth in tbe 
Bri^ol channel. The old walls of Cardiff 
arc very cxtenfivc; they are fuppofed to 
have been built by the firft Norman inva- 
ders. Cardiff Caftle is remarkable for 
having been the place where Robert the 
Elder, fon of William Ae Conqueror, and 
Ae right heir of his father to both England 
and Normandy y was confined by Henry the 
Firft. Here he lariguifhed, deprived of 
his fight for 26 years, when his brother's 
cruelties ceafed only with his death. The 
apartments in this caftle have been moder- 
nized and furnillied. The keep, and part 
of the old walls, convey fome imperfedt 
idea of their original ftate. . A very fine 
gravel walk is raifed all round the walls, 
which is the publio promenade. The 
tower of the church is much admired for 
.its Gfothic beauty, lightnefs, and richnefs* 
Caerphilly Caftle, about eight miles from 
hence, is by much the moft noble arid 

cxtenfivc 
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ertcnfiVe rum in either North or South 
tTales. The rotd to it is full as bad as 
thaf already defcribed from Caernarvon to 
Feftiniogi it is literally a ftair-cafe of rude 
rock, up and down alternately. Here 
again, appears a beautiful extent of 
Glamorgan Vale. The village of Caerphilly 
is feated in a deep hollow, furrounded by 
fertilized mountains, The caflle is fituated 
in the midft of it, and rifes an auguft mo- 
nument of antiquity. There is a plan 
{hewn by an old man here: the per- 
fon who drew which, fuppofes the moft 
ancient part to have been built 400 years 
before Chrift ; and that the hanging tower, 
which is eleven feet and fix inches out of 
the upright, was rent fo at the Crucifixion^ 
The meafured- circumference of the walls^ 
we were told, exceeded two miles and 
a half; many of them, if fo, muft now be 
buried in bogs, &c. to render this plaufible. 
The moft modem part of this caftle is com* 

puted. 
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puted, by the beft antiquarians^ to have 
been built in izz'i ; the ancient part having 
been nearly deftroycd in 1 21 7. Spencer held 
this cafUe for King Edward the Second, and 
was befieged in it by the Queen's and Barons 
ibrces in i ^zy. As this place is not in the 
dire£k route, it is neceflary to return to 
CarSffy from whence to Newport is 1 2 miks. 
On the road to which is feen the Brijiol 
Channel and the Severn : on the other fides 
in diftant aerial hue^ appear the coafts and 
ihores of Cornwall^ Devon^ Sonurfei^ and 
Gloucejier. Newport is a laxge^ miferable^ 
dirty town, approachable by a fteep defcent. 
The inn here is built clofe to the gaoL The 
oldhoufesherearefaidto have been erected 
with the ruins of the ancient City of 
Caerleon^ of Roman C€ld)rity* The bridge 
at Newport is compofed of loofe planks, 
which,' in pafling, have a very mnfafe ap- 
pearance; The river UJke frequently rifes^ 
with fuch rapidity, as to clear away in its 

CQurfe, 
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courfci every material that refills its fury* 
The inhabitants have often experienced its 
woful efFedts ; but now the loofc planks 
rife, float, and fall with the tide. From here 
to Chepjiow is 1 6 miles. At two miles on the 
left hand is Caerkon. Ruins of Roman 
temples, baths, aquedudts, and a theatre, 
are ftill traceable. Camden has preferved 
a lift of Roman antiquities, found here ; 
and daily proofs of its ancient celebrity 
are difcovcrable. 

The entrance (on this road) to ChepfloWj 
is by no means deferring notice ; on the 
contrary, we began to think we had mif- 
taken the fituation, the vicinity of which 
has been fo frequently the haunt of genius. 
The Beaufort Arms is fituated about as plca- 
fantly as a houfe of entertainment in Hedge 
Lane. In a few paces, however, down the 
ftreet, the banks of the Wye attrafted our 
attention, and feemed to promife much. 
The caftle here is a prominent bold 

feature 
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feature in the forfe grouad ; it is faid 
to have been repaired in the thirteenth 
century by Richard, Earl of Pembroke. 
The bridge is built on the fame principle, 
as that at Newport. The flooring from 
the furface of the Wye^ at low water, muft 
be at leaft 80 feet. Nature here forms 
a coloflcum of rock and wood. The inte- 
rior of the caftle is well worth vifiting; 
many of the carved mouldings are in a 
perfe6t ftate, and beautifully light. The 
walls of the chapel are of an immenfe 
height. 

At Piercefield^ in this neighbourhood, 
nature has done every thing. I fhall fay 
very little about its beauties, they having 
been fo amply detailed by many prior vifi- 
tors.. I know not who the pofleflbr then 
was, but I earneftly hope, we fhall not 
in a few years, fee little Chinefe temples, 
flaming dragons, and fea horfes, peeping 
through the viftas, (now fo beautifully en- 
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grofled oy nature in her unattired loveli* 
ncfs) fuch decorations fcrvc only to dif- 
tra6t the eye, and raife the pitying figh in 
the brcaft of true taftc. Tintern abbey is 
the next objedl, which deferves every 
attention. The horfe road from Ckepjiow 
is very bad, and cannot be paffed without" 
four horfes. There is a very pleafant 
water-carriage, where parties can be ac- 
commodated. Tintern abbey has likewiie 
been a fubje6t for much admiration, in- 
quiry, and remark. Its venerable remains 
were certainly to be ranked, as poflefflng 
more fymmetry and lightnefs, than any we 
}et witneffed. It is a moft beautiful and 
very perfe6t fpecimen of Gothic architec- 
ture. It was founded in the year 1131, 
and dedicated to God and St. Mary of 
Tintemj by Walter Fitz-Richard de Clart^ 
Lord of Caerwent and Monmouth. William^ 
Earl of Pembroke^ furnamed Strongbow^ 
married the daughter of this Richard^ and 
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gave divers lands and privileges to the 
monks, who were of the Cift^rcian order. 
Abdut 40 years ago his bones were dis- 
covered : They were laid again in the 
. grave ; and his effigy in ftone, which 
covered them, is now in a very mutilated 
ftate, refting againft one of the pillars. 
The figure of the yirgin^ with the infant 
in her arms, is ftill traceable : probably 
the Ihrine, at which the monks paid their 
adoration. From hence the road to Man* 
mouth is romantic, and lies through a vil- 
lage, called Tullock. Monmouth appears 
delightfully approachable. It is fituated 
in a vale of great extent ; the town is 
dirty, and ^ the buildings irregular : very 
trifling veftiges of the caftle are to be feen. 
Henry VII. of Monmouth^ was born herq 
Auguft 9. 1387. The itatue of this prince 
ftands at the town-hall. Rag/and cadlc^ 
a little diftancc. from hence, has indif- 
putable claim on the traveller's attention. 
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